Pre-AP WSH

Course Syllabus

Mr. Silvey
Course Description
Pre-AP WSH is a challenging course that is designed to prepare sophomores for AP U.S. History or Running Start in their junior year. It is a semester-long survey of Washington State history. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking skills, essay writing, reading and interpretation of original documents.
Besides lectures or PowerPoint presentations on important themes of Washington history, you are expected to participate in class verbally through discussions of primary documents and events, debates of key issues, possible role-playing of historic figures and mock trials. Furthermore, you are expected to continually develop your writing skills through regular short essays, essay exams and to maintain a notebook of all class materials. When documents or document packets are given as part of the homework assignment, you should underline or highlight key passages that show point-of-view, or that summarize the gist of the document, or that shows bias. The volume of material involved in a survey course of European history is extensive and you can expect to do a lot of reading not only in the text, but also from outside sources and research both in the library and through the internet.

Course Objectives

· Master a broad body of knowledge

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology

· Use historical data to support an argument or position

· Differentiate between different schools of historical thought

· Interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, works of art, etc.
· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast 
· Work effectively with others to produce products (such as original DBQs, PowerPoint presentations, review sheets for the entire class) and solve problems.
Contact information:

Email- eric.silvey@vansd.org
Web page- www.ericsilvey.com, www.betamyfollett.com 
School Phone- 360-313-4200

All assignments, weekly syllabi, and current grades can be located on the web page.

At no time do I allow cell phone use in the classroom. Violations will result in the removal of the phone.
Materials Required

· One small [1”] binder or multi-pocket folder that will be brought to school each day with the materials/homework notes, etc., needed for the current unit being studied. – include some clear loose leaf paper and some blank, white computer paper in the back.

· 3-holed college-lined [narrow-lined] loose leaf paper.
· One highlighter.

· Individual tabs/dividers [one pack of eight].

· One thumb/jump drive or some other storage devise for information

· Blue and Black ink pens only.

· Colored pencils [small pack].

A Key to Success:
The most important grading factor in this class is consistent effort. The reading load is heavy, in order to cover the maximum amount of material in the time we have allotted. To do this with the least amount of stress, planning is definitely encouraged. You are ultimately responsible for understanding all material for testing. The amount of time required for homework for this class will vary with your reading speed. You should expect to do something for this class every day. 
Late Policy:
In order to receive credit for all work, it must be submitted when it is due. I will deduct 50% off of the original grade you would have received for each assignment that is turned in late. Any late work that is turned in after the close of a grading period will not be scored. Exams missed due to absence will be taken the day you return to school or the day after you return unless prior arrangements are made. You are strongly encouraged to let me know if you are going to miss class beforehand, if you know, so that we can make a plan together for when work can be made up. Make-up tests or quizzes will be taken after school only or before school if pre-arranged. No make-ups during lunch.

All homework requested for absences due to family vacations or trips will be due on the day the student returns to class. If the student receives make-up work after the return from a family vacation or trip they will have the same amount of days to complete the work that they missed. 
Contact information:

Email- eric.silvey@vansd.org
Web page- www.ericsilvey.com
School Phone- 360-313-4200

At no time do I allow cell phone use in the classroom. Violations will result in the removal of the phone.
Class Rules:
· Always give your best effort on all class activities and assignments. They are opportunities to learn, achieve and grow. Take advantage of them.

· Academic Freedom: All students have a right to their opinions, (however unpopular). How you support your opinions is a key to doing well in this class. Respect for the opinion of others is a class requirement.
· Remember that your personal honor and integrity are a very precious and important part of who you are as a person. Therefore, I expect that you will do all of your OWN work at all times (see the SHS Handbook for further information regarding cheating/plagiarism).
· Absences for group presentations will result in a zero. Students must request an alternative assignment to make-up the missed points.
· Do not be late. Be in your seat before the bell rings, or you are considered tardy. Tardies will result in disciplinary actions.

· Tardies will result in the progressive discipline: Tardy #1- discuss tardy with teacher, Tardy #2- Phone call or email home to parent, Tardy #3- Detention with teacher, any tardy after #3 will be referred to administration. Keep in mind that I want all of you to do well. I am one of your many Academic Coaches and I want you to reach your goals and your full potential as a student and as a person.
· Sam Reel Rule- All word processed material must be in black ink.

· I encourage you to approach me after class so that I can give you my undivided attention [if I am free] or see me in the halls, or email me [eric.silvey@vansd.org], so that I know we need to talk. Never hesitate to share your respectful feelings with me. Students quickly learn that I will eagerly listen and respond to their concerns when they approach me courteously.
Grading Scale:

A:  
92% - 100%

A-: 
90% - 91.99%

B+: 
88% - 89.99


D+: 
68% - 69.99%

B: 
82% - 87.99%


D: 
60% - 67.99%

B-: 
80% - 81.99%


F:
0% - 59.99%

C+: 
78% - 79.99%

C: 
72% - 77.99%

C-: 
70% - 71.99%

